You Can Help
Slow the Spread!

The best defense against Sudden Oak Death is to follow
established regulations and best management practices
to help slow the “artificial” or human-aided spread of the
disease. All of the cleanliness measures listed below are
helpful to avoid unintentionally spreading P. ramorum
as well as a variety of other plant pathogens from one
area to another.

* Do not collect and move plants from
SOD-infested areas.

* Removing mud and plant material
from shoes, mountain bikes, horses’
hooves, pets’ paws, vehicles, and
recreational equipment prior to " -
leaving an infested area is the most important part of the
sanitation process. Remove material with a brush and
pressurized water (not from a local natural waterway as
it may be infested) and disinfect surfaces with Lysol® or
a diluted 10% bleach solution.

* When hiking and biking, stay on
established trails and respect trail
closures.

'+ Clean and disinfect equipment
(saws, shovels, pruning equipment,
“ etc.) that has been used in infested
areas.

* Report hosts exhibiting symptoms to your local County
Agricultural Commissioner, California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection, or UC Cooperative
Extension, or online at www.oakmapper.org.

* Before purchasing known P. ramorum host plants, ask
the nursery about their best management practices for
the prevention of the pathogen. Consider quarantining
newly purchased plants for 8 weeks before planting
them in your yard and check for suspicious symptoms
during that time.

For More Information

The California Oak Mortality Task Force (COMTF)
brings together over 1,000 members from more than
80 organizations, including public agencies, non-
profit organizations, and private interests, to address
the issue of elevated levels of oak mortality. The
Task Force facilitates a comprehensive and unified
approach for research, management, education, and
public policy.

Visit us online to learn more about the
pathogen, symptoms, disease impacts,
best management practices,
local contacts, and much more at:

www.suddenoakdeath.org
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In the Wild

SOD-related tree mortality may result in changes to
ecology of the forests, impacting wildlife, fire
' ; susceptibility, and the
safety and aesthetics
- of our wildlands. As of
@ 2010, fourteen counties
i in coastal California and
one county in southwest
Oregon have infestations

in their forests.

the

* Monitoring P. ramorum in the wild is difficult due to its
often subtle symptoms and wide distribution throughout
California’s coastal forests.

* Efforts to restrict the movement of plant material and
soil from infested counties help reduce the unintentional
spread of the pathogen.

* Resistance to P. ramorum in oak and tanoak trees is being
explored; however, resistant planting stock is not available
at this time, nor is it known if it will ever be available.

In Your Community

Urban areas are not immune to P. ramorum. The best
defense against SOD is to use good management and
sanitary practices and to monitor spread in your local area.

* Regulations limit the movement of host material out of
infested counties. Whenever possible, infested materials
should remain onsite, and susceptible plant material
should move as little as possible. Take precautions to limit
the movement of any soil, organic material, and wood.

* After pruning host plants, clean all pruning, cutting, and
chipping tools.

* Monitor plants for symptoms. Laboratory diagnosis is
necessary to truly confirm the presence or absence of the
; ¥ g b ~ = pathogen.

* Participate in a
local SOD-Blitz to
help with monitoring

in your
community (Www.
matteolab.org).

In Nurseries

Nurseries, gardens, and plantations around the world
have been found infested with P. ramorum at some
point. Still, nurseries

offer the greatest

hope for monitoring

and eliminating the |

unintentional spread §

of P ramorum-

infested ornamental

plants.

* For California nursery growers, there is a best
management practices manual to use when developing
a P. ramorum prevention plan, developed jointly by the
California Association of Nurseries and Garden Centers
(CANGC) and national groups (HRI/ANLA).

 Additional resources from other states and national

groups provide further guidance on preventing the
spread of P. ramorum through the nursery trade. To
access these resources, go to the Nursery section of the
COMTF website at www.suddenoakdeath.org.




